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ESSAYS ON DESIGN AND TECHNOLOGY

Jony Ive and Industrial Design
Shawn Wilkins · November 2nd

Scott Forstall is out. The former head of iOS software engineering is now simply labeled as an advisor to Tim
Cook. People will continue to try and scrape the bottom of the pail to find the reason for this, but it’s better to
look toward the future. Don’t dwell on Forstall’s mistakes, look toward a future wherein Jony Ive has his hand
over all design; hardware and software.

Jony Ive will be taking a step toward something amazing and something that does what Apple has been
“failing” to do over the course of a few years: unity. Having the same man who designs a product control how
that very same product looks once it’s turned on is not only bridging a gap, but solidifying the connection
between hardware and software. You can have a beautiful design as a product, but you can have a severely
lacking OS solely because your thought for software design was not paired with the same thought someone
had with hardware design.

With the future in the hands of the man who’s responsible for Apple’s sleek, seamless designs, we can only
hope to see that same unity brought inside each device. When you have a nice and compact looking phone
such as the iPhone 5, you don’t want to see unnecessarily placed linen. The idea behind skeuomorphism is to
make a product retain the same look as its physical counterpart. A calendar app with rings placed to the left
and paper rip marks placed at the bottom — that’s skeuomorphism. However, randomly attaching linen to the
backgrounds of things as a substitute for design is not something I expect Jony Ive to do or condone.
Between every Apple product that we currently have, we see them blend. We see them flowingly come
together in some sort of blissful harmony. The unibody MacBooks were the first of its kind when they came
out. Style came first, function followed.

With style, you need it all to blend. Apple doesn’t have one person design its main hardware and another to
design its attachments. Design should be seen without having to make excuses. You shouldn’t see a design
and say “Well, I’m starting to like it now, after 5 months of use.” Design should become perfectly in sync with
all other aspects. Having Jony Ive lead a team of people on both spectrums of hardware and software can
only play a wondrous role in how Apple presents its products and how they continue to grow. There was a
barrier that separated design from—well, design. That barrier is down. The pieces that were once from two
different puzzles are now from the same larger, grander puzzle.

Along with Ive’s future at Apple looking better and better, we can’t forget what Forstall managed to do. While
he had the final say on what design would look well on iOS, he also managed to make its UX a wonderful
thing. the ease of use, its fluid motions, its painless navigation, that’s all something Forstall had done. Now,
we have to place our trust in Craig Federighi, who has been with the company for a number of years. He
knows how they think, he’s managed to take that idea and work it to his advantage. Scott managed to build
the infrastructure for this “UX building” and Craig is now responsible for keeping it safe and sound. If he
follows his mentality and his notions of ease, nothing can go wrong.

With Ive taking the lead in industrial design, he is the man looking at designs on iOS and building upon the
design of the actual device, which can only lead to magnificent things. You’ll be able to see the OS work with
the device in a way that can’t be explained, yet must be seen. Design is not something that should have one
person working on one thing and someone else on another. It should all be contained, detailed, and together.
Design is something Apple holds in high (possibly the highest) regard. Seeing them finally realize that along
with great products, they need a great looking OS is revolutionary for the company. I welcome Ive. I welcome
him to a place where he is needed and I welcome him as someone I can trust to do, not only the best of his
ability, but the best I could ever expect to happen.

If you enjoyed this post, you may Tweet it or Like it. 15 people already have.

Shawn Wilkins
As creator of Culture Milk, I bring excellence
and creativity to a site that's bred in thought
and intelligence. Being able to have full articles that discuss
popular topics here on Stemmings, I plan to show what the
tech world is like to your average person and what your
average person is missing. It's a race with multiple finish
lines.
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The Infrastructure of Passion
Patrick Rogan · April 17th

The search for reason is the most powerful of
quests one can journey upon. Some find it and
are filled with bliss, while some search for it all
their lives. It is valid to say that what you find at
the end of the tunnel will no better define you
than the journey it took to get there. Once you
reach the end of the beginning of the epiphany
you’ve search for, a new dawn…

On Losing A Mentor
Michael Ciarlo · April 15th

It was a gamble. Our project was running
behind and we needed a developer, so I threw
my vote into the hat and recommended hiring a
guy who would work from Missouri, hundreds of
miles away from our New York City office. While
each of us had interviewed him thoroughly, I still
wondered if the team dynamic would work. As
he called into his first team meeting, there…

A Music Lesson
Jeff Rogers · April 12th

When I was in the 5th grade, the middle school
band and orchestra classes came to our school
for a performance to show us how amazing and
glamorous our lives could be if we joined a
music program when we entered middle school.
The orchestra performance totally blew my
socks off. I sat there listening and imagined
myself on the stage holding a…
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Please don't scroll past this—the Wayback Machine is fighting for universal access to quality information. The Internet Archive, which runs this project, relies on online donations averaging $15.58 to help us keep the record straight. We'd be deeply grateful if you'd join the one in a thousand users that support us financially.

We understand that not everyone can donate right now, but if you can afford to contribute this Wednesday, we promise it will be put to good use. Our resources are crucial for knowledge lovers everywhere—so if you find all these bits and bytes useful, please pitch in.

Choose an amount (USD)
$5 $15.58

$50 Custom: $

I'll generously add $0.64 to cover fees.
Make this monthly

https://web.archive.org/web/20130419110053/http://stemmings.com/
https://web.archive.org/web/20130419110053/http://stemmings.com/archives/
https://web.archive.org/web/20130419110053/http://stemmings.com/authors/
https://web.archive.org/web/20130419110053/http://stemmings.com/jony-ive-and-industrial-design/#
https://web.archive.org/web/20130419110053/http://stemmings.com/jony-ive-and-industrial-design/
https://web.archive.org/web/20130419110053/http://stemmings.com/author/shawn/
https://web.archive.org/web/20130419110053/http://twitter.com/?status=%E2%80%9CJony%20Ive%20and%20Industrial%20Design%E2%80%9D%20by%20Shawn%20Wilkins%20on%20@StemmingsBlog%20%E2%80%94%20http://stemmings.com/jony-ive-and-industrial-design/
https://web.archive.org/web/20130419110053/http://facebook.com/sharer.php?u=http%3A%2F%2Fstemmings.com%2Fjony-ive-and-industrial-design%2F&t=%E2%80%9CJony%20Ive%20and%20Industrial%20Design%E2%80%9D%20by%20Shawn%20Wilkins%20on%20Stemmings.
https://web.archive.org/web/20130419110053/http://stemmings.com/author/shawn/
https://web.archive.org/web/20130419110053/http://stemmings.com/archives/
https://web.archive.org/web/20130419110053/http://stemmings.com/the-infrastructure-of-passion/
https://web.archive.org/web/20130419110053/http://stemmings.com/author/patrickrogan/
https://web.archive.org/web/20130419110053/http://stemmings.com/on-losing-a-mentor/
https://web.archive.org/web/20130419110053/http://stemmings.com/author/mciarlo/
https://web.archive.org/web/20130419110053/http://stemmings.com/a-music-lesson/
https://web.archive.org/web/20130419110053/http://stemmings.com/author/frogers/
https://web.archive.org/web/20130419110053/http://stemmings.com/on-losing-a-mentor/
https://web.archive.org/web/20130419110053/http://twitter.com/StemmingsBlog
https://web.archive.org/web/20130419110053/http://www.facebook.com/StemmingsBlog
https://web.archive.org/web/20130419110053/http://plus.google.com/106827578580064562545
https://web.archive.org/web/20130419110053/http://stemmings.com/feed/
https://web.archive.org/web/20130419110053/http://eepurl.com/srVL9
https://web.archive.org/web/20130419110053/http://stemmings.com/
https://web.archive.org/web/20130419110053/http://stemmings.com/about/
https://web.archive.org/web/20130419110053/http://blog.stemmings.com/
https://web.archive.org/web/20130419110053/http://elastik.co/
https://web.archive.org/web/
https://web.archive.org/web/*/http://stemmings.com/jony-ive-and-industrial-design/
https://web.archive.org/web/20130419110053/http://stemmings.com/jony-ive-and-industrial-design/
https://web.archive.org/web/20130119144729/http://stemmings.com/jony-ive-and-industrial-design/
https://web.archive.org/web/20130323024755/http://stemmings.com/jony-ive-and-industrial-design/
http://faq.web.archive.org/
https://web.archive.org/web/20130419110053/http://stemmings.com/jony-ive-and-industrial-design/#close
https://web.archive.org/web/20130419110053/http://stemmings.com/jony-ive-and-industrial-design/#expand

