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ROMhacking.net, a fundamental source of rom hacks for over 20 years, has shut down.

Announced , ROMhacking.net will be shutting down all portions of its site except
for its forums and news. Current downloads and shared files have been sent to the Internet Archive for archival
purposes.
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With the closure of ROMhacking, it signals a shift in both internet culture and in how patches will be distributed or
found going forward. Starting in 2005, the site has taken on an identity as the one-stop shop for patches or other
mod files used to and, in some instances, create entirely new ones.

We have released the site database (sans account and/or profile information) as well as all of the files and
images to the Internet Archive. In summary:

Internet Archive of Database and Download Files

All Submissions other than News are permanently closed.

All sections of the site will remain up as read only.

Downloads and images will be available for as long as DarkSol, FCAndChill Calico will allow.

Forum will remain up

Twitter and Discord affiliations have ended. Anything further from these outlets do NOT represent myself or
ROMhacking.net.

News articles, however, will still be posted on the site. Judging from recent postings, it can be assumed that the
news section will consist of articles covering bigger, attention-grabbing patches and releases.

Within the announcement of its closure, there’s mention of copyright pressures, the ever-increasing amount of
attention the site was garnering, and resource management being contributing factors leading up to this
moment.

Nightcrawler also says that during an attempt to put the site’s future into the hands of a small group of users, they
were on the receiving end of personal attacks, doxxing, and what they characterize as “being dehumanized.”
Nightcrawler says they had recently found out that there were plans to remove him from the site's operations
altogether, and that is ultimately what led to them ceasing all site operations and affiliation with any Twitter or
Discord groups.

| wanted to provide the site database and file archive to the general public. [In late 2023], an internal group
suddenly emerged with an offer to help continue the site. | questioned their intentions, but | thought it could
prove to be a more community friendly path forward. However, it turned out to be the opposite. We had a rocky
phase 1, moving the downloads into their possession. When | went to startup phase 2, | discovered a most
dishonest and hate filled group. | learned that | had been dehumanized for a very long time. My personal details
had been given out. Secret deceitful plots had been made to cut me out, and drop a bomb like | am a target to
destroy. My family has seen this and after discussion, we are immediately ceasing all related site operations.
We are cutting ties to Discord and Twitter social media outlets, and will have no further contact with these
individuals.

In response to the above, snarf, a moderator in the formerly official Discord for ROMhacking.net has shared their
own response, denouncing any claims of doxxing Nightcrawler or threatening them in any manner.

snarf
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For those who haven't heard, the site romhacking.net is winding down and has switched to read-only mode. To the best of our knowledge, the content on the site will remain available
for download. Additionally, while we aren't going anywhere, this discord server is no longer affiliated with the website or its ownership.

It's an end of an era and it's a bittersweet thing. Problems were mounting, baggage was accumulating, and relationships were souring. But this is a community built by builders and
doers. In recent years new options have emerged, and more may yet. We have nothing but hope for the future.

Unfortunately, we feel the need to address some remarks posted by the owner of the web site.

My personal details had been given out. Secret deceitful plots had been made to cut me out, and drop a bomb like | am a target to destroy. My family has seen

this and after discussion, we are immediately ceasing all related site operations. We are cutting ties to Discord and Twitter social media outlets, and will have no

further contact with these individuals.
Things have been rocky between site staff and discord staff for a while, and while discord staff had been exploring possible ways forward, likely including severing the relationship
with the existing site and its ownership, we are deeply confused and disappointed by the accusation of doxxing and the implication that we've been threatening. We categorically
reject these allegations.

We would appreciate if the community would refrain from engaging in speculation or gossip within this server.

Thanks to everyone that has been a part of this community over the years. We look forward to whatever the future may bring!

snarf’s response, via Discord, to ROMhacking.net’s closure announcement

Likewise, Gideon Zhi, most notably known as the Aeon Genesis lead translator,
, also denouncing any doxxing or threat allegations.
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Gideon Zhi RIP RHDN

@gideonzhi
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So by now you've probably seen that romhacking.net is elfectively dead. In the end, it's

™
'\_ log in AI probably for the best the site was bulll in the mid aughts and its backend hadn't been re
engineerad, wedl, ever, Consequently it was ¢ osling s adminmistrator hundreds of dollars per
month P-Jlg”lku:f.'.r'. the admin, was burnt out, and I sympathize. I'm burnt out too! But he
existed as a single point of fallure for the site and exerted ron-fisted control aver
community-created content, and cateqorically refusaed basically all offers of help over the
last decade. Remember all those 1imes the site went down, and stayed down for days at a
timea? It's because nobody had NC's comact Iinformation, only he could bring the site back
up, and whenever anyone pointed out that the situaton was less than ideal, they were

rebutfed

In Dec '23, NC posted about an imminent shutdown. S1aff offered to help. It was initially

refusad. The site was originally going 10 just be turmed oft -- no archive, no handoff, nothing

28 years of community comtributions just gone. NC claimed to want a successor (singular)
to bulld a new site, but his requirements were unrealistic by any measure. Sald suCCessor
would have needed to have passion for the hobby, have donated to the site In the past
several years (despite no donations being taken) and the technical know-how to actually
aaminister an archival platform of RHDN's si1ze. A real unmicom. Of course, none presented
themselves, and no effort was ever actually made to seek one out

After lengthy negotiation NC eventually acquiesced to handing off datacrystal, and to
SWappIng out the file-sarving back end with an S3 bucket as an Initial transition step while a

replacement could be built. It'd help rebieve the cost burden. It took a lot of convincing. and
1 dont think he really understood that S3 was way more cost-effective than the way files
were currently being served, At one point he posted "Sending thumb drives 10 Canada

doesn't help® bke he couldn't Just upload the files Into the bucket

One real kick in the teeth came after switching the back-end 10 AWS S3. AWS was the Initia
pick because It was obwvious that If something didn't happen fast, the site would die, and
AWS was the easiest iImtal choice. Discord staff set up the S3 bucket, and had to walk NC

through the changes that needed to be made to the back-end To help reduce the financial
burden on NC, Discord staff gladly offered to pay the 53 bill -- to the tune of $286 or so per
month. After some further research, it became apparent that Discord staff could save a
significant amount of money by changing $2 providers. The new bucket was set up, but
when the hme came to make the change NC refused 10 do 11, even thot agh he was not the

one foating the il

Staff grew increasingly frustrated, Days would pass without response from NC. He refused to
join the Discord to talk about solutions in real-time, Dxd we vent In private? Sure, Dd we
dox or threaten? Fucking hell, no! And frankly I'm LIVID at even the suggestion that we dxd
I'm even angrier at comparisons being drawn between disgruntled staff and the scum
suckers that drove Near to end their life, What happened to Near is an absolute tragedy and

| sincerely hope there's a special place in Hell for the human garbage that tormented them

So, yeah, Moum for RHDN. But this was not the outcome anyone wanted, and Nightcrawler is

not the victim bere

Oh, and for those offering RHDO (won't link} as an alttemative? It's not, For so many reasons

11's not

Gideon Zhi's response to Nightcrawler’s RHDN closure announcement

Regardless of how its end was met, seeing such a pivotal site close its doors is a sign of times changing, but its
history can never be forgotten. The majority of retro handhelds we all use are allowing us to replay small bits of
nostalgia that we cherish. ROMhacking.net allowed us to look at those same memories in different, new ways
while embracing the creativity of gamers around the world.

It's a sad day for more than just the retro handheld community; gaming communities are all over the internet.
ROMhacking.net was a site that inspired creativity, had gamers from different regions of the world collaborating
on projects together, and beyond that, changed the way we enjoy games that already meant so much to us. Its
mark in history will never be forgotten.

Looking to reminisce about ROMhacking.net with others? Maybe you have a story you'd like to share with fellow
gamers in the retro community. Come join us on as we all remember ROMhacking.net together.

Update: This article was updated to include responses from snarf and Gideon Zhi.
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